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the family
includes stoats@
are 13 species of otte
Only one species is found in
Ireland, called European or
Eurasian Otter.

Otters are semi-aquatic animals,
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What do swimming underwater.
otters eat?

Otters are predators and consume
a wide variety of prey items.
Fishes make up most of their diet,
however, otters' common prey
includes crayfish, crabs, and
frogs. Otters will also eat birds
(particularly water birds) and
small mammals like mice and rats.




The Eurasian Otter lives in a
wide variety of aquatic habitats
in Ireland - freshwater streams
and rivers, estuaries and along
coastal areas.

The most important factors
determining otter presence is
the availability of food and safe
places to rest. Otters that live
along the coast also need
access to fresh water to wash
the sea-salt out of their fur.

The places where otters rest or sleep
are called “holts” or “couches”.

Otters breed in holts. Holts are usually tunnels in the riverbank
amongst roots and boulders while couches can be in dense
vegetation or under piles of sticks and branches. Otters can have
many sleeping and resting sites within

their territories.



Otters' territories, or home ranges,
can stretch for several kilometers; the
total length depends on the
availability of food. Otters can also

be spotted in urban areas such as
right in the centre of Cork City,Tralee
and Galway City. They can be seen on
steps, rivers side platforms and
swimming in urban rivers.
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Did you Know?

Protecting our otters

Otters and their habitats are legally
protected under the Wildlife Act
(1976) and Wildlife (Amendment) Act
2000. Itis a criminal offense to
deliberately kill, injure,

or capture an otter. You are also

not allowed to intentionally

damage or destroy otter breeding or
resting places.
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Additionally otters and their habitats
are protected under Annex Il and
Annex |V of the EU Habitats Directive
(Council Directive 92/43/EEC).

But otters are still threatened by:

e |oss of habitat such as canalization or culverting of
rivers and removal of bankside vegetation;
Pollution, particularly herbicides and

Heavy metals;

Accidental deaths from road traffic and drowning in fish traps.







Nature Network Ireland’s mission is to protect
and promote Ireland’s wildlife through
education, conservation and research to
restore a healthy ecosystem for all species
and habitats in Ireland.
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